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The Chinese mitten crab, Eriocheir sinesis, has rapidly 
increased its distribution in the San Francisco Estuary 
and watershed since it was first discovered in south San 
Francisco Bay in 1992. As of July 1998, the known 
distribution of the Chinese mitten crab extends north to 
Hunter's Creek (near Delevan National Wildlife Area) in 
the Sacramento River drainage and near Nicolaus in the 
Feather River, east to ~oseville (Cirby Creek) and eastern 
San Joaquin County (Escalon-Bellota Weir on the Ca- 
laveras River and Littlejohns Creek near Farmington) 
and south to the San Luis National Wildlife Refuge near 
Gustine. We also have an unconfirmed report from the 
lower Stanislaus River. The mitten crab's distribution is 
also expanding in tributaries to San Pablo Bay, with 
sightings from all the major tributaries to Petaluma Creek 
and from a tributary to Sonoma Creek near Sonoma. It 
has been found throughout the Delta and South Bay 
tributaries. 

IDENTIFICATION OF THE CHINESE MITTEN CRAB 
Eriocheir sinensis 

ADULT CklARACTERlSTlCS 
Ihawy claws with white rips, norn~ally equal in size 

b n o s h  between the eyes 
t four lateral carapace spines (fourth spine is small) 
t smooth, round carapace or body shape 
t maximum carapace width (distance across the b.ack) IS approxiolately 80 mm (3 H inches) 
t legs over rwicc ar long as the carapace u,~dlh 
b light brown color 

Any crab found in fresh water is likely to be a mitten 
crab. The main identifying characteristic of the mitten 
crab is brown "hair" on the front claws (see figures below). 
Very small juveniles (<25 mm carapace width) rarely 
have "hairy" claws and may be confused with another 
non-native crab, the Harris mud crab (Rithropanopeus 
harrist) . 

If you find a mitten crab beyond the current known 
range, please notify Kathy Neb  (khieb@delta.dfg.ca.gov) 
or Tanya Veldhuizen (tanyav@water.ca.gov) with the col- 
lection information (i.e., date, location, size, number, 
collection method, and contact person). You do not need 
to send us the crab. 

Remember, it is illegal to import, transport, or possess 
live Chinese mitten crabs (Title 14 ofthe California Code 
of Regulations). Accidental release or escape will spread these 
crabs to uninfested waters. Ifyou keep a mitten crab, it must. 
be dead. 

IDENTIFICATION OF THE CHINESE MITTEN CRAB 

J U V E N I L E  M I T T E N  CRAB vs. I l A R R l S  kIUI) CRAB 

:+ +: 

Carapace widrll 

JUVENILE RllTTEN CRAB CIIARACTERISTICS 
t notch between tlte eyes 
t claws may not be hairy if carapace width is less than 20 lnln (Y ~nch) 
t claws are hairy by 25 mrn (I  ~nch )  carapnce width 
t four lateral carapace spines ((bortll spine a snlnll) 
t smooth, round carapace or body shape 
t legs over twice as lottg as the carapace width 
t light brown color 
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HARRIS hlUD CRAB CIIARACTERISTICS 
Small mitten crabs may be confused with the Harris ,mud crab, because of their similar size 
and appearance. 
t no notch between the eyes 
b aon-hairy, white-tipped claws 
t ridges on  back 
t dull greenish-brown color 
t Maximum carapace vidth is 19 mm (YI inch) 


